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THE DELAWARE FLOODS.

Map of the Delaware River from Deposit to the Water Gap, Showing the Extent of the Great
Flood and the Threatened Towns.

e

THE

Breaking Loose of the Rivers from

Their Iey Fetters,

RUSH OF WATER,

TERRIBLE DEVASTATION.

Human Beings Swept
Into Eternity.

Towns, Villages and Farm Houses
Visited with Destruction.

FEATS OF THE FLOODS.

Great  Artificial Barriers Wrenched,

Twisted and Crushed.

Btoppage of Railroad Traics and
Telegraphic Messages.

THRILLING ESCAPES FROM DEATH.

Demolition of Bridges, Mills
and Ice Dams.

The People Save Themselves
by Flight.

PARTIAL SUBSIDENCE OF THE FRESHETS

s —

Furither Danger Apprehended
from a Change of Weather,

THE DELAWARE.
TEE CALAMITY AT PORT JERVIS AND OEEMAN-
THWN,.
PoRr JERVIS, March 17, 1875,

At last the great sgouy i® over and Port Jervis
epeopio bave abundani reason to copgratoiate
themselves that thelr town is still bere, and has
received a damage that may falrly be regarded as
Lrivial, 11 we compare what |8 with “whiat migue
have been.'" Some Twenly or tairty nomes only
have been desiroyed, two lives lost are ail toat
we Lear of thus Inr, and two bridges ore dan-
aged, one that may oe repared for §$10.000. though
$100,000 Wil scarcely replace the o:her, whicn,
nowever, I8 not the properiy of the town, but of
the Erie Rallway Company. But the great ice
yorge Luat has shirestened the town [or & moorh 18
rone, sud the greater slorio of ice that came down
with tbo Hae of the river yesterday ls gone
with i, und the town 18 eull here and
jumparativaly safe, As toe great volume of
the river |s now sweepiog down 1'e Led beariog
ML, Lan tranguilly, seawnrd great muases ol tie
Lroken, oruimbled 108, it ssems ScArcely possibie
to realize the exoltement that agliated the com-
wunity bot & few hours sioee; sud, tndeed, the
indiference, wifected or roal, with wnich many
traat the recent danger scomns to Indioate toat
iney wever (uily rosliged U1, Yet iweive hoars
suce wa ware 4 Ccomiuuplty quite prepared to
tRke pusaago with Commodore Noal, or any other

WAD Whouse boat might bave boen nandy.

TNR WARNING OF DESTRUCTION.
LAkt uigot the alarm came Lhat Lhe enemy waa
m motlon. Away @p the river, as the report ran,
the river Nad rieen ten lest and was rising t'a foot
pllaute' Thoe ten eed GCLUAlly realizea was o
satitoienely nierotig detali in thie story, and the
rurestened oot A minnts presenied a picture
ol speculntive Liorrors LAt the rurdl WG
datien  conld  uot  graap. M the len feet
el L mainvalned ue far down  we
whit Wouud becosve ol Port Jervia?
plaved 3 groat mbay more than seven wayslor
Suldey=fineo that rise would eend i flvod uver
Lhe ice accuminiaiog hiora ot jeast KIX fect higher
tbnn the bunk pod'@ive o loot of dopti st polits
Rhove rthe rallwoy etation, o wator oot
dvep there s no great power o Ty honses
BWuY, bur there & power 1o do mueh damage;
WUG, moreaver, ws| we shall sep prosently, |he
Walul itgell 18 not fhe greatest immedisgie cause
G duestraeniog i cadoes of s Bort, \ater supe
phigs the loive ue gidnpowder moves projecilles;
WG the projzotiles g thie ORS¢ vwele the tretuen.
GULE CUEQE 00 oo that wollled e the gigantie
BoumMated | e ?r the myrind modnkalu 1or
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| rents seemed capable of sweeplng over and an- | mide no more account ol ordinary bridges than | shore and struck two small Luddings hatl sub-

this |
1t would be |

bibllating any impediment whatever,
TEN MINUTES TO THE DAY 0F JUDGMENT.
Naturally, therelore, the report of this rapid

the frmer's two-lorse subsoller would ol tae root
Of & rose tree.  Kvery fabrie ol thiae sort iar ap

| uhe river was cieaned away, and aboat seven
| o'eloek A M. b wad at the tron bridge of the Erie

1se o! (he river had in it the elements of panic. |

It cume with the staruing eifect of wn exXplosion,
and the people, who had become apathesiec und
inaifferent 1n the many days durning which they
bad waited In valn for this alarm, who had coine
to *beneve that the danger was over, were in
toe moral condition of people who feit that 1t was
only ten minutes to the day of Judgment, with
their names at’'the head of the st

Between eight and nine o'¢lock in the evening
& report went the rounds that tha 1ce was moving.
In o eghort time the whole town was in great com-
motion. The story originated from a despatch
dated at Deposit, and many got the impression
that it was from Germantown, only halfa mlile
distant,

The people on the fats begap to pack up, and
o great demand was made lor noraes and wagons,
But, through the prompt edorts of Chier or Police
sSamuel Walley, they were prevented In a great
mensare Irom moving their furnitnre. All night
long the phollec barrooms were crowded, every
one being L.y savisfied that not many hours ceuld
elupse belore the Ireshet would ve lell at this

point,
WATCHING THE RIVER.

The telegraph wires kept the authoritles in-
formed o! the state uf affairs all along the river,
At tne Delaware Honse o watch was changed
every hour, the patrol consisting of about twenty
men, who watchea the river for iwo miles in
lengths Two locomotives were also Kept plying
up and down the road irum the iron bringe, which
Was three miles above, 8o that no stone mag left
unturned to give toe citizens ample ume to reaca
& piace of salery in case of imminent danger.

All night this report of the evening's advance
was kept up; despaleoes Irom points constantly
nearer and nearer came o, 16 gave an lmpres-
rion of dellberateness, of calm, slow, long-deter-
mined purpose, this tardy, terrible advance; and
the terror grew greater-or, rather, the etlect
grew greater—as intigue and apprenension wore
ont the courage with which people were prepared
to face the great calamity. 1t was caiculated by
AMr. Chanute at what bour, by the comparative
progresa made Irom point to polat, the great
danger would réach us here, aRd the bour wus set
down for exght or nine A, M. to-day. Reassured
by this many went to their homes and slept, but
the more anxious Kepton oot all nignt, or pers
haps dropped away to o little slumber toward

dayliglt.
THE REAL ALARM.

At slx o'clock this morning the alarm was
giwven, as It had been coucerted between the
authorities and the prople, that danger was ime
minent and noilee was given to the veople to
leave Germantown, toe most expused polnt. Af-
gistance was given o many Invalla and infivm
peraous. Bata hittle juier the same alurm was
given ln Port Jervis and the real excitement of the
day begnn In the bastle and harry aad rush of the
peopie lo the jamied sireets 10 gel Aaway and
save their little property, 3

Soon alter seven . M, the annouucing avalancha
reached the lton hridige across the lelaware, at
at the point callead Sawmill  Rir  (showo
1 the map). At tols moment a locomotive,
under charge of Division Supertutendent Thomas,
cams dasttug down the rauroad track, whistling
with all its migus ol seund, thus warniug the peo-
ple that no time wis Lo be jodt 1o reaching places
0! safsty. A8 the locomotive came mto Por
Jetvis some hallf @ dozen other locomaotives ssut
forth & shril seream thae defles deacription.

FLIUYNT FOR SAFETY,

In less than fiteen minules over two thousand
persond wera on the scraets, and lo hall an hour
Pike streer, leadiog dowa to the suapension
brage, was bLlack with the throng, Soon wagoon
gliter wagon came rattling down on the fats, and
such n tumblhing out of turafture lrom the vartous
houses was never balore witnessad lu Port Jervis,
Here and there could be soeun men huUrcys
tog alog loaded dowa with goods, women ranuing
with chbldren, sli seerioe A plaes of salety. Lho
pili-ides were linad with spectators, while tpe
contipunl suriekng of the numerous locomotives
and the rluging of bells added to the contusion
Blil sent terror 1nto tho hedits ol many. soon
the housotops were cromwded with people. On whe
rool of the Duaware Huuse stoud dozeus with
fleld glagden takiug vbagrvarions and watdbiny
the bend At Germantown.

AN IMMENSH LLAST.

Near seven 0'Clook o great bisst was made of
ity pounas of nltro<glycerine. Tuis had been
previsusly placed under the ice attie sirongess
poiut of the dam to awele the critical moment
when the riss ol the water wonld make the wonks
ening of the struciure ndvantageous, Undoabtedly
this hasd o very great effect ln weakening tue
mass, It threw lorge iwaginents 400 fest (nto the
AT BUd destroyed the Tedl poiit ol resietanee,

A little beiore seven the river bhe,an to rise
glowly near tug towa, the saapsision beldgo
velng crowaed with spagrators. Clhiel of Poles
Walley nad bis foree early golng the ronnds te ald
the people, Severnl women [ad to ve earced oat

| ot thelr houses 1o ohulves o imct Lo less than hal

I RIUR peraons woels
| danger.
DESTHRUCTION OF TUE IRON BRIDA R,

Flw PULTIRONS ks Of J0e, DO joss than twenty,
paroups tWIrey, lest iu hewrht, Aand rem oae to
IWO nidios o Iongth, Was simply vsing pushed
GuWn LOg course 00 Lna piver by tae watep venad
1%, il was ploughlug i way, cloariog vat wish
sremendous eiciendy whataver woe balare (u It

ado LAnS rescucd (rom toe

u

Ratwoy over she Delaware, jnst above here, Tiis
wiis 4 fine, strong Lridee, made of wood aud 1ron
togethier, one ol those knitted fabrics of engineer-
ing gennity that puzsie the hetiess passenger
every oay in the vear with the glimpse of the
masy inirticaey of bolrs and girders anid fasten-
mgs ol every conceivame Kimd whieh they give,
1t neld but a litte whtle, and yet was, pernaps, of

incaleulable service m oreaking anda dJdispers.
lug  somewhat the hemd o the eolomn.
(O course, It gave  way, I'ls  was ot

twanty miunutes to eight, The whole bridge dgia
HOL o, however, Some constderable portion ol
it wns noi unmediately over the river, but
stretehed lrom a high potnt of the bAnk toward the
edge of the siream. All that partof the bridge
that was over the chaunel was clesnly cut sway,
pushed down the stream and nurled to one side
to muke way fuor the conquering monster 1Aat
nuriied pasr 1t jor other achlevements lurther
down the valley,

At hull-past seven a despatch was received in
town that the bridge had been carried away, and
goon & iocometive reached the depot confirnnug che
1A6E AN StUting thut while erossing the bridge the
fce struck it, aud the jocomotive had not got ten
feet OfF the east gide when the bridge began to go.
One man was on the bridge at the ime and varsly
egcaped with his lie, He was a flag man and o
the employ of the company.

THE BOBNE Al GERMANTOWN,

In the level berween the riverand the hillals
the track of the Erie, and between Lhe track and
the river, a mile avove Port Jervis, 1s the village
of Geérmauntown, some hundreds of neat little two
HLOry Irume [ouses, grouped on o Iew regoiar
streets, Into this village the walerand ice came
with & roar that threatened annihilation, aod 1t
seems searcely less thun mraculous thac it did on
the wholeso lictle narm, Some houses were bowled
away, crushed and destroyed aitogether, others
were dimantled and dissected—cast about In
topsy-turvey lndiference Lo architecrural wten-
tions—und Irom some tie people nad Lairbreadth
escapes; our, o view of what went oo o léw leet
away, it seems 1ocredible that shere should be a
nouse standing, Within & huodred yards of the
middie of tas licrle settiement the ice now rests
where the force of the wuter nurled it this morn-
mg, pued in jagged maosses, any plece ol whicn
hnacled upon any house nere would have ruinen
It. ‘Inese masses ol lce are [rom siX to ten jeet
thlck and rom ten to fifteen leet square and ure

Iled up by tne toousand ar the very cuge ol the
title seiticment, Al the houses, ad [ar as they
reached, went before them ke cheesecakes, buw
now they leit any bouses at ull 18 the wonder,

But tne deposit of 1ce on this leval, to the uorth
ol the strean, between Saw MIll Rilt ana German-
town, greatly relleved the pressure jrom the
siream and made a dilferenes in regard 1o the
brigge lower down and to Port Jervis. Indeed,
the Port Jervis bridge was not carvied away by
the lce but by the watern

Along the fate, vetween Port Jervis and Gelr-
muntown, siood a train of seventeen ¢ars on i
turn out track, whico the lee caught up wod
hurled into the air a8 1l tney were mere nothiug.
Such o compiere wreck was never withessed at
any collision that ever Look place. A lew of the
wlhieeld and some ol the bottoms are all that now
remain.  The loss on these cars will not be less
than §15,000,

THE RISE AT PORT JERVIS.

The water rose¢ gradually about the bridge until
pearly elght o'clock, when It began to show tsell
on Thompson aud King streets, It came stealing
uluur uietiy, but every one could ses Lnat uis-
endel lullowed In ita wake. AU elght o'clock 11 pe-
gl 10 Bnow 18 strengih, and suon around Ger-
mantown Point came dashiog huge cakes ol ee,
aud the signal was souuded that the wWurat was
ner at hand,

AL last thae happened which no one gould have
hoped tor. The great1ee plough proved s piough
to the last, and 4 deep one, It ploggned out wne
great 1ee gorge amd dam—ceud {t through and
rurough, tore [F mto ten thousund (raguments and
moved 1t away, 1t was the lotense moment of
the deama, when the lce trom above came down
to the bridge and upon the lce lodged nere, but
Wwiien the rumors spread that the dam was
siried, that it Wasd moving, that It wus swept
awiny, the sense of reljel, oI unconstealned joy,
ol excitement sbhowed—what had  not been
nltogather apparent in the demoesnor of the peo-
[:le--nuw deeply thelr leelings hiad veen wrought

¥ b inewdents ol rthia event o thewr ilves, As
the repod € gpread that the doam wis moving there
Wil rusa and a clembering 1or high ploces from
Which 10 obDserve the gracuving sighr, and tne
honsetogs, e Lops of cars aond otier elevated
points weie more Lhan ever flied with the happy
mulritnde,

THE ANVIL YIELDS TO TILE ITAMMER,

It was paturslly o Bappy moment, People who
pad wondered lov o moenth pust whether the tee
nere lodged Ignt not prove their raig, and woo
had now oesn startled vy o fresh wharm and the
lumioent turéatouing of Anotier arnger—ths
coming Ol the NRNLDEe: this Was to Cruall Lham on
s gieat anvil-—saw With the deapest concelvable
content the great anvil craabed under the vl

pluw 0! tue great bumbier. But tho (0w was
Ruvad, AR the e gordse moved sway, aund n
channel wae ploagied o the water, all this
gront  vollme  THML Was Aweeping  lato the
Puwil WoeRb back. AL tho food anove suu-
ified and Lo great  danger  was  over,

TOR AVAPESSION BRIDGR CARRIED AWAY,

About e o'cloek the (e that came dasbing
oW lue fiver socmoed to loereass In side; e
e, SOne O INe COIKGS Were Twenly 1eol lu length,
Pwo or thres tunes they dasiod up agaibst the
susoension Bridge, DUE L0y did Bo wnterinl dum-
ARG, A4 s00n us the gorge bad woved wl seemed
Lo o ntulute theluseives thas Lie bridge wou.a
bespuvod, but they wers Jdoomied to disappoinks
monl, 108 10 GL0ut twenty winuted i poition of
thoe lron bhridge cuwe dasning along withi an oiils
pous loree, IEngoears that witer it had beeil cals
Fiod awiy it groauded about iwo ek Bouve s
Botut, bl was soon joresd out gnto the streau
Wgalu by the feavy rasbt of leo, and then thors
WS BOTHIRE T BLAY L passage down Lo Pore
Jorvis, As ik pasaed Germantowa [t stiuck o dttle
tWo story Irame busldlag aud daabed 1k luto o
fioGand ploces,

mION Bridge, and mrack rnat just norih ol ihe
cenere piel snd suapped it (ke W pipe sterm,
AWay went the Drage, with al tie colvaria un
Vi Gaslorly Siie, aud iu 1SS taan thres minates
o woule SITuCtufe wid swept away. Uuily boos
Wires haoging iroim the Bppel tiblo wers Iait.  As

the gorineqsieariy Culvers was stacted It dusied
WRtEIGs L the dreme ouilding adivining the l.rl'u.l?u
o L epst stde and carried pway o portion of the

first and s-gond storles, A CuoRiug Bloye went
fving o the wir, ohowed by cheirs and tabies,
apd  In 0 second the plags wast & perfect
wreek, Tne  bnplaing - was  owped by  Jonba
Kirk wnd wis osaupied by vie Mres. Duuglnas, e
tOe bier wnd el amily had all been removed
to & prace of =aety,  AS the Suspension Hridge

nerror arose from

wos carriod away a shriek o
aul

thie crowds Wt YALous puints,

stionbed,
CPHERE QUES THR NRIDGE "
The (Fon bridige, Alter CAITFILE AWAY the Sade
peuaion briage, was lorced toward toe essterly

¢yery ooe

merged In water, Bogh inoan lidstint were hurled
Into avroosand iragments, Down the siream the
fron  brudge dashed aod rounaed Carpenter’s
Point, and was then 108t to syzhr, [t was carried
wobErgnes of uily three mies and was fnally
stopped aLa enlled Van Noy Island.

uring the respet over 400 houses wers joun-
dated 4t Port Jervis and Gerwaniowo., At tde
lormer place the water reached First sireet and

dersey avenue, submerging all of Rutlroad avenue, |

Lumber street, Thompson, Warer, King, VPike,
lirown ana three =mall streets =onth of Ratroad
avenue, Every house, with the exeepllon ol abont
hall a dozen, was deserted.  On one could be sesn
A man &ltung witha board in nis oand, evidently
infending to use 1t a5 o doat should tue louse be
careied away,
A WOMAN'S PLUCK.

A woman named Hurley relused to leave her
house, and the water rosg clear up into the sec-
ond story of the bullding, while she remsined.
When the water had receded and the people came
near the hunse she stuck he head out of the win-
dow and lnughingly sald:—"What a lot o1 scare-
devils | What was you arald ol Y I Enew the
watar could do po harm to Cnristians, "

1t was guite amasing to see men runoing with
chickenr and goats 1o their arms at the early
start ol the doud, One fellow came along puiling
tiiree hogs by a rope, but he only managed to get
them haira block, 10r they all wonid endesvor 10
take opporite directions, and at Iast he was com-
Eel‘&d 10 desert them lor bis own safety, and saon

hey* D0k One route as 4 reward for their oo-
stinacy, and were cairied down the stream amid
the lce, A valuable liorse was drowuned by the
treghet, Its owner belug unable to get It out of 1ta
stable, It was sarprising that ull the horses on
the lower side of the futs were not carried away.

NAMES OF VICTIMS.

Among those who nave sustained a loss are
Amos Woodwara, J. T, Beddeil, Mr, Cregap, O,
Mienols, T. Branen, C. Douglass, W, M. Rnodes, Mr.
Murpny, Mr. W. Mulr, €, Johunson, Mr,
Tuomas Ganley, Thomas Sheppard, Pmlﬂn Tenton,
Herman Nuosman, Peter Cardy, J. P. Bowen, J.
Huznn, Harry Karclake, Joha Kirk, P, Bollennead,
J. Lurde and Joun Barns.

A NARROW ESCAPE

took place 1w o lager bear saoloon, located in o
basement on Rallroad avenue. SHeveral meu were
engaged (n eating their breakns: when the water
came ju the windows und doors, and beiore they
could reach tne frout ateps It was nearly up to the
ceiltng. ALl were drenched with water, About
have been thrown em-
but It 18 caleularea labor

be resunmed. There were over
thirty locomotives n the  round  house,
all o1 which were flred up to be used 1l necessury.
Al effort was made to remove several traius of
CATH, but It was not possivie to ger them out ol
the way (i time. On the Penndyivama side two
small butldings were desiroyed, but both were un-
occeupied, Chlel Epgimeer Cohanute, of the Ere
IRallway, alded greatiy in saving a good deal or
properiy, amd were 1t uot for the loss of the iron
Lridge the company would sustain a very trifing
logs.

John A, Abbott, of the roadq, has issucd the jol-
lowing i—

NEw Yong, March 17—1 45 1% M,

Thers will e no fnbecrun ton of through travel ou the
Eowe Baliway, as an arrangement ias been made o
usa the hroad gawge lHoe of the Deluware, Lackswanna
winl Westers Ballway, botween Bighuwoibon and Jersoy
Uity durimg the contiguancs of the proak ae Port der-
vis, ihus enabling the srie Ballway Company o von its
throtgh passcngor tealns witoont chooge of cRrs Trom
Vs own depot, ar Joersey Ciy, o Hoffalo, Chicago nnd
Cincinnatl at the resaiae pavertised hoors.  Local
tratns Will von ns nsuul,

It s reported thit two en hive besn drowned
unout two niles apbove nhere, Thelr bodies wers
recoyered, bt there was no way of
cating with polnts up toe
were not ascertatned.

) MORE DANGER,

There are still fears ol auother tood,  The varl.
N4 streams oot ron into the Delaware are begin-
ming to 0l agam, aod the peopie predlet anotner
drowning cub,  The water remalos about the
HAme helgnt as ufter ten o'clock A. M. Immeunse
quaatities of lce have pussed down all day leng.

UP THE RIVER.
Pory JERVIS, March 17, 1875

The firet slgn of lmpending dapger sppeared
at Duwusville, on the Weat Braoch, (u Dela-
ware county. The lce Legan breaking up tnere
yesterday Riternoon, the river Trising almost
111 an instant ro Ay immense beght. The food
did compavatively ltue Jamage uotdl 16 passed
Deposit, A short disiance below that place the
ico formed o heavy gorge in the chanael. This
wias In o few minutes mled tharty ieet bigh with
lurge cokes of lee, The water being damwed by
this blogkude 16 raplily ran baek to Deposit, burl-
Ing huge cakea or e upto the top of the Erte
Tallway emmbankment and leaving soue noross
the rails. The ralirond bridge over the rivar at
Deposit was lifted sligntly from s foundations,
Phie lower part of Daposlt was quickly lounaated,
S0 sudden was the food that dwelllags were sur-
rounded belore the inmates covald escape, and
they were removed 1o boats. Houses were seen
floating &WAY among tue brokea les 1o o very
slhor! time, aud horses, cowa aud plgs were seon
ou 2k hands swimning or places ol safety,
Deveroux's exiensive sawwmili was lomoved
wem  it4 foundations,  and  thousands  of
doilars’  worth ol lumber  were  swept
AWAY, The water had  reached  almoss
tho contre of the village, and stores aud dwelliogs
wore Leing emptiad of their contents, when a
ohaunel waa furced through tue gorge aud the
watel recedad, passiugig e Qood of howviag ice

river and Ltheir names

down the river, bearlug away lumber, lences,

| trees andseveral bulidings, Many valuable Lorses

| oo o ¥ e L N
Ol 1t cime towaed the Suapens | AL BoWE Wers crashisd o 1ho surging mass

Be.
tween Deposit and Hule's Hady portiens of the
oaroassea of horsea Jle high Qi on the lca cas: npon

the banks.
BWEFT INTO ETENNITY,

From Daposit the flood passed oy Hala's Eddy,
whors 1t took away nearly o nuion feet ol lumber
ready lor radting, belonging (o Heury Evaas and
James Futhin A Wingoman, who was Keeplng a

communis |

| vesented a foriune & millionnaire miyht cover, and |

Witerry P

Y I MASH.PACONG IS,

MONTAGUE

u

hurried down in the food, At Ger's Flals, (wo
wiles beyoud Hapooek, everything was inundated.
George McComb, who was in a barn, 100 yards
trom the river, puilting the harnesson his horse,
heard the roar of the Nooa and nad time to resch
i large chestunt tree near by and ciimbed beyond
the reach of the advancing water and ice, which
rolled threateningiy below him for hours belore
e could leave his perci.
A TRAIN CHECKEED DY THE FLOoD,

At Hancock, whera the East Hranch joins the
maln stream, the water had been rising gradoaglly
wll day, but no break up was considered imminent-

At @ qguarter pust seven last evenlng the |
ice begau breaking and the river commenced
rising  very rapidly. Irain No. 4, on
the Lrie Rellway, was approscting IHan-
cock at that tume. The great flood burst
upon the sweht  of those aboard the train
B8 1L came thunderlug down the valley. 'I'he tram

wis stopped dcarcely twenty-iive leet above the
water margin, which extends iar aoead over the
flats, which slrelch 4 quarter of & mile from the
river bank. The avalauche waa sweeping every-
tnlng peore it. Huge trees, that had witastood
the winds and storms of centuries, sunpped be-
fore it like reeds and topplea over to join the de-
stroying deiuge. For three miles down the
stream the fdood andvanced without reslstagce,
Within eighteen inches of the rallroad track, apon
which huge blocks or lce were hurled at intervals,
A SCENE OF TERROR.

The passengers in tne train fed in terror to the |

high ground on thelr rignt; men, women and
children, pelimell and with no regard Lo baggage
or property ol any kind which they might nave
in the cars,, The signt was ooe to terrily the
sloutest neart. Women fainted and were carried
from the cars, ‘The air was filled with the, cries of
irigutened women and children, and the gathering
darkness added verror to the scene. Three mlies
pelow Hancock tne ice Lecame gorged In the
channel. Io g very lew secounds the water was
rushing back along 188 track to Hancock. AL seve
eral places the rairead truck was ¢overed with jce
and water, and every teledraph pole rne éntive dis-
tance was levelled to the ground., The lron rals
road bridge across the wast Hranch I8 seyenty
1eet from the bed of the river, So  frreat
was  the jam toat  the lee  was  heaped
up 80 that It nearly touched the atringers.
The villagers were horror-siricken. Destruction
to the lower part of the pluce was thréatened, in
1688 than a quurter of o winute the water raised
ten leer above 13 food helehrn  Fortanately the
Ppressure was so ummense that the gorge gave way
and tne water fell ns rapuliy as v bad rised.
Upkes of ice welghing hundreds of tons were ieit
Iying acroas the eastwand bonnd track,  Woen the
great danm was 4t its nghest 10 wis nearly o mile
wide aod forty feet high. In its lowest puari, sig-
gularly, the damage to the raldroad was saghe o
was with greal aitleulty that many of the passen-
gers who nnd lele the train conld pe andoced to
wgaly get whooatd, but the traimn was linally started
ol ts way and met no lurther obsiracrion,
COUREE OF THE DELUGE.
Nightnow enwrapped the scene. The moon, shin-

ingun the purging Houd, brought out io bold reflelits |

Yagged profle apd surrounded (b weth new terror,
Rusiing ob dowi Lhe river, 1t resched stockport,
sweeplng the bauks ahove clear of humber, tenees,
relegraph poles and overything wmovabie, The
imber Tor fiteen Vaits was carried away from the
Lank at the villoge, and 16 18 tnought that three
tramps, wWho had been hived by the raldromd com-
pany too owateh oo pile ol redlroad  Tles,
urowned, a8 They HEVe ot been seen siee Thg
foud, ‘Lo lign bank o the plroad protected 1L

from dwmege. ot the track was plled ol o jee |

Jor s, e acclmiisiion of the oud Bow ref-

contalnen the ragments ol ey unnumole home,

Run and desoigrion marvked 169 track, but grester |

| wusd sl o come.

lookoue out lar the property, \\.us'\vuuhud away |

pelore Lo couly eacapie, kid Nis body has not yet
been A,
the bank wad carvied o, When the advaacing e
strnek the loe gorge ot Hale's KEddy, whion tovmed

Tos mMOving loe rose with the ioree beblad it lun

| grear wave, more than ity eet high, and eolied

OVer the obsLIuCtion, whieh Was s00n LOrA A WAY aod

Every lence or tree standing along |
| the

| FIVer.
on Fobruary 27, there wWas o NOMen ary oheck. |

HACING THE TORRENT.

Alter the destructlon ol telggruph communiea-
tion at Hancock, K. W. Ware, superintendent of
the track on the Delaware division, started in a
nhandear for that point to give warning o the sta-
tious below s but the combined ¢Morss of a force of
stout laborers were lnsuilicient to outstrip the
fdood, and they were only enableqa to keep shead of
1. It moved o 8 wave diteen teet ngh, crownead
with lce, logs, trees and miscellaneous drite, 18
MOon wias rotary, and seemed o resch clear to
thi UOLLOM O! the VIVEr At every roll aud surge.
From stoekport 1t swept through bBig Equinunk
eduy, viearing  raits  and  lumber  docks
and  takiog  away  three  small  bulldings,
1t passed under the suspension bridge unlelng
the viliages of Equinunk uand Lordvide, badly
shattering the plers. AT Lhe Busket station
another double span wooden Lridge was desiroyed,
the massive stone prer crumuhing to pleces ke
sand. Lnis bridge wins carried on the jce us far us
Hunkin's, where it lodged, causing wonother Llock-
ade ol the lee. Before it loreed 1ts way along the
Witer biucked lor two milesand coreatened destrue-
tion to the ratlrond track. Tohe lumber jor Lileon
ralts Iy puied pear tne mouth of Litte Equinuuk
Ureek, betweol Busket and Haokin's, It beionged
to the Hrawans and Kellams, Leavy lnuber oper-
aters, and was ull carried away,

TUE VILLAGUE OF CALLICOON COVERKD.

The ice (rom g Hguouuk o vallloood went |

oul at the break-up o Feoruary, Luis extent of
toe, which bad covered sixteen miles of the river,
Al day Jummed on Callicoon Islgud, sud noew
strelened back Aeven mies. When e fHood
SIPUCK (LI resised lor 4 mowent and then gave
WwWuy., Chlilooon Creak Was Jamed back o mile.
Tuo baok wis plled nuyeh with we o8 lew minutes
and she water Lloke avel, b owas luted ap aoed
broken to pleces, The loo made n Iearial jwio at
Hoek Itun and fooded Umidleood, Moany of the
residents uad deserted their Louses lung boelora
and stood vu BIgL grouad, poweriess o Stay the
wolk ol destruetion golug o0 arouna them,. Atres
ol fertie viver botEom Webe cul away at thils
glauu. and barely s 4tiok ol timber s tu be Reew,

e Jui s Rook Ban was of louﬁ.-r auratlon than
any ul the previous were, but Lroke uwiy avous
midnight,

COONEBCTON'S EXPHRIENCE,

Ihe flood passen benesth Coohwcton Bridge
witnour deluyg wey damage, sud got througn
Uochveton Fials.  The dunger that wnreatened
Lhit Villaue was accordingly thougat to ba uver,
Ot about  oue  o'Cloek At was  aisgovered
That the water was Dackiog up rapudly, and It was
at onoe Known that o Jam haa oceurred below,
A despateh  (rom Narctowsuvurg inforimed the
peopie ol Cooliecton That the we bod gurgeu badly
ot Hog lstand, two ulles wedt of the lormer
place, The Jam aid uot uresk unsll two o'clock,
ald the lower pars of Cooheoron was arowned out,
bhe Watel stood lour feef deap i the houses. Al
WL previous puints, large quautities of (nmber
were swoept away.  Ader  the ee et Hom
18lmun It soon struck  bhe  “Narrows' o In
enannel  ar  Noafrowsburg,  Tois 18
opening o Big Kady, tne deepest place o0 the
Hoth snores of the “Narrows'' ai'e perpon-
loilel tocks thirky ieer nagh, snd & woedeo
| brigge about one Bubdred feet jung Apulis (o PRS-
| sujre, iue rocky louwndation farniebing natursl
| abutmenss. The ide 1u the Hig Eddy was our
| ipet Liuek, ol wheu the (vod reacuned it was

Were |

the |

great upward pressurs joreed IF to give way, 1§
parted in Toe centre and tne report that followei
wag e the fAring of g canood.  Instantly (hat
portion ol the newnrest the Pennsyivania shore
| oralsed up ten feer, wnd, 48 1§ broke mnto cokes, they
| were thrown high into the e,
| THE DAMAGE AT HIG EDDY,
The upheaval swept in s cirele around to the

New York soore, toreing the lce and water through
! & ocolvert bencatn the rvadrowd, the oatlet of &
| pond on the other slde of tue rallroad, gua 4 sheet
| of wuter twaolve f(eet deep and coveslng over twa
| acres of groumdl was formed bhelow  tha
1
[

| guite solld,  This sarge body of unbroken ies

| oltered such resistance to the advanciog mass

| that It was sgaln checked.  The jee af once

| commenced pliing op in the *Narrows" beneat
the bridge oot 6 resched the oeatns. By that
time a large piece or the Mood loe was forced
beneath that st antaet e the Hady, and the

|

|

pond, The sudden rise  vwisted  several

large Thickory trecs  off, standiog ot fhe

mouth ul the outlel, ot the Noud

1ce naving forced a sufMciens chunnel on the Penu-

sylvania side, no jurther diamage wus done i (e

Liddy, Darvy Tannery, below Narrowshorg, on the
| Peunsylvanin side of the river, wis surpriscd by
the 1ee, and ull operations there have ceased.

PARTIAL ESTIMATE OF THE LOSS.

The losgs above Port Jervis caunot be less than
£500,000, 1t is feared that the mmense guantiies
ol lumber destroyed will serlously afect the
financial question in the lumber reglon. The Hood
of yesterday and to-day may be recorded us the
ml:;lﬂt. damagicg ever xnown in the Delaware
valley.

No idea of the raln that lles In the water
of the great Ilce flood In the uvelawire
River above 1this place can be lormed
without visiting the varlous places wlong
the stream. Tne rise of the waler was so sudden
thut, even though it hisd been expected (0r days,
it took Lhe entire region by surprise, and whero
tne least damage wis aotieipated there the most
seems to hiave peen done. Although the river s
atill white with Qoating ice cie worst 13 believed
to be over, From the head of the river to this
place and far below, a wall of lce blocks Irow ten
to iweuty feet bigh lines each bank., Thousauds
of dollars worth ot lumber 18 atrung along rtus
whole length of the stream, jammed up o the
fee, and the most of it 18 Irrecoverably loat.

THE SUSQUEHANNA.

THE WORE OF DESTRUCTION ALONG ITH BANES—
WILEESBARRE, PLYMOUTH AND OTHER TOWNZ
THREATENED WITH COMPLETE INUNDATION.

PIrraToN, Pa., March 17, 1875

At three o'clock this morning thers was not &
cloud 1o the sky, and the moon and stars looked
calmiy down upen the work of destruction coms
pieted by the dood during the previous six hours.
At daylight the streels were frozen aond covered
with o light mantle of swow. Standing on the
only temainiog #pan of the new bridge, the scena
which met the eye was @ dreary and
desolate one.  The river was clear ol we, except
along 118 marging, busis rushed by with & tremen=
dous lury, leaping and tossing 1ts yellow waters
a8 wWildly @s the Huason when s norihenster surs
itup, The current had droppea down cousidera-
Iy, Ut this wos caused by the change o the
wenther, which cloged up the many mountais
| tributaries,

THE WORK OF THE FLOOD,
Looking over the vast sweep o the Susques
| hauns, the track of the terrible flood I8 plainly
seen in the huge slabs of soid ice pilad up alung
the banks and in many places tossed up nio
| rugged promontories twenty feet higon. The
grounds of the elegant residences along the
river polot on the Wwea: side are terribip
distlgured by the uncouth sccumulations lefl
by the aogry flood. In apa around the
junetion there are palnful evidences ol destrue.
tlon, Houses bhave been wrecked, outbulldinga
swept away, lencesd remeved, trees up=
reoted and vasi deposits of ice leftin tbe luw
bottom lapds, Just above the juncilon & Migs
nitlcent iron bridge spanned the Lackawannm

River, which emptiea lnto the Susquehanna sl

tula point. This, too, lell & prey to the flood,

and was completely demolisned. Scarcely a ves
tige remalns ol the Landsome struciore, which,
though small, cos: nearly $10,000,

The back water from the Susquebanna carried
It uway, Of the three large bridges wnich were
swepL into the current, and whose mammoth pros
portions passed out of sight lntact, not a beam or
girder 1% to be seen from the river banka
shortly siter they went down a terrible orash wat
heard below, where they probably struck on 8
small lelund which iles just opposite Wyowing, i
About the centre ol the river,

ANOTHER VISITATION FRARRED,

Although the bridges are gous and the river has
subsided considerably, there exist great aps
provensious  with regard to & supplementary
| food, whleh will undonbiedly set fu with warmes
wantber, It has been ascertaloed that ull the ioe
has not gone out yet, lodeed, a gorge of unususl
proportions and strengih Las lorined siuoce lass
night, beginning at & point avout two miles above
this pince and extending up the river beyuod

Ransom, which 18 sbout eight wmiles iross
lete. Ihis  gorge s 10 extenmt aboud
nall & mile wide, and it goea ap the

Susquelidnnn At lesst ten miles, I not Jurthers
The whole distanoe is coverad with vhst aocrse of
crystal slabs, irom thres to fonr feet thick, smd
massed in {rreguiar conformations to the average
height of iwenty feet. Looking down upon it
{rom & bridiepath In the mountaln below Camp-
bell's Ledge to-night, the scene 13 one ol terrifie
Aretic grandeur, The rugged peaks of the erystal
bivcks stand ke giant «pears aod redect the pale

Thia

riays of the moon with spectral slgn
gorge s lodged ber's LEEWeSD | ior Wil
ranges almost perpendicninr lu formative

LA BOW cuverdd with Lwo orF L ‘of xnow,
COMMUNICATION CUT
Many farmnouses are submerged,
road communicalions are cus of,
Valley road, wiion touches uere, is covared wi
walel aud 1te to the depth of several feet. 4 Tin
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